Responses from Ware High School students to the March 25 GSA conference at Westfield State University

When we first arrived to the college I was amazed.  It was a beautiful college. When we walked in and sat down, I immediately felt comfortable.  Everyone was so nice and welcoming.  The doughnut stand and coffee were the icing on the cake!  
Once we got into the workshops, it really inspired me.  I have always accepted people and their decisions, but after that GSA conference, I really learned to accept them even more.  I went to the bullying workshop and heard some people’s stories about how they are bullied every day with no one there to help.  That hurt me and opened my mind up to a lot of things.  I learned about many different labels such as “gender queer” and “butch.”  The tour around the campus was nice as well.  It actually convinced me to look into going there even though I’m only a freshman.  One of the best things that I brought back with me was four new friends.  We talk each day about anything and everything.  
I had an amazing time and definitely would love to go back again.

(((
I had a lot of fun at the GSA Conference.  I learned a lot of new terms that help me understand things better.  Also, all of the leaders at the college were so nice and inspiring.  The two workshops I went to were the Bullying Laws workshop and the Terms workshop.  I learned a lot about the bullying laws and statistics.  I really liked the terms workshop because the speaker was really nice and funny.  She also told us a lot about her past relationship and I feel so bad for her because of losing someone you love, never mind someone you’re engaged to.  

I really wanted to do this because my aunt is a lesbian.  She is the nicest lady in the world and the funniest, and I couldn’t imagine her being bullied or treated different.  This conference was really helpful.  I hope I can go next year.

(((
I think the GSA Conference was a really good experience.  It was a very good eye-opener and it showed me how badly people get hurt due to the action of others.  I heard about many people’s experiences and stories and it was very sad hearing about all of those things.  Everyone was extremely nice there, including the advisors of the program.  They were very accepting of any sort of person, and that’s not something you see all the time.  I think it probably helped out a lot of people.  They were very welcoming and it was a good experience.
(((
Going to the GSA conference was really fun.  I liked it a lot.  I got to see a bunch of new people, and I even met someone I knew a little.  Also I got to see a tour of the college.  The workshops were my favorite part.  I liked seeing everyone talk about everything, and I learned some things I didn’t know.  It was really fun.  I hope I can go again next time.
(((
At the GSA Conference at Westfield State, I met quite a few people.  The most memorable experience was seeing everyone’s honesty as they told their stories about what they had gone through.  It was very touching to see that everyone could be so open with the things they have to suffer through every day.  During the workshops my group took part in, we witnessed another member break down into tears as they released the sadness they hold in every day, from being picked on or being unable to tell the people close to them about their identity.  I will never forget the experience I had at the GSA conference at Westfield State.

(((
The GSA conference was, I believe, a great time and very important.  At this conference, I heard many stories that were heartbreaking to hear.  The workshops were great and I was able to learn many new things.  The workshop “Label Me This” was one of my favorites due to the fact that it’s 100% true.  Being labeled is something that is always being done.  My overall experience was great.  I am very grateful that they gave my school $200 so my GSA could go.  If it were not for that, we not have been able to get a bus and go.  The staff members were very open and willing to help you with any problems you may have.  The staff was amazing and I can’t wait to go back next year.
(((
My experience at the GSA conference was good.  I liked the workshops.  I think people were being honest.  I liked how they opened themselves and told everyone about how they feel.  I really feel bad when people make fun of them.  I cried after a girl said that her only supporter was her twin sister.  That was really sad.  I hope we get to go next year and meet new people and hear about their stories.

(((
My experience at the GSA conference was emotional and fun at the same time.  At first I was very shy and nervous, but the ice breaker really helped.  My favorite workshop was “I’m Coming Out.”  That workshop was very emotional, but I’m glad I heard everything I did.  I learned a lot.  I want to help gays and bisexuals have a better life.  The fun part was the ice breaker.  I like to talk to different people.  I really enjoyed myself.  I would like to come back. (
(((
I really enjoyed this conference.  I was very informed about this.  All in all it was good.
(((
At the GSA conference, I really felt like I’m not the only one who has been through those hard times.  Although sometimes during those workshops I really disagreed and felt like they really threw G/L/B’s under the bus.  I got very angry and uncomfortable in the “Label Me” workshop.

(((
I had a really good time at the GSA conference. I think it was a really good program and I’m lucky I was able to take part in a great thing like this.  I feel like sometimes it can be really hard for gay or bisexual students to be completely themselves in school and I absolutely loved how everyone, gay, straight, bisexual, was completely themselves.  I loved how open everyone was. I have even more respect for people who are able to say, “Look, this is who I am.” Even though I’m straight, I still wanted to take as much out of this experience as I could.  I learned a lot of things at the conference that I had no idea about before.

